ONE-EYED   OUTCAST
red scar — 'but they noticed it and brought a doctor and now I
only have one kidney and am always ailing, and then they put
me in a concentration camp and I was there for two and a half
years . ..'
As he told this story his wife stood silently by him, her eyes on
the ground, and I saw the tears creep out of them and run down.
She did not wipe them away. The women I have seen weeping in
Europe of late never do. They just let them run. How many
women have I seen weeping, and how many more shall I see
weeping in these years to come, more and more and more, like a
river in the rainy season, a trickle, a stream, a river, a -torrent, a
flood, and no hope of stopping it, that I can see, in these coming
years, but only more and more tears.
'And then I got across the frontier into Czechoslovakia/ he
went on, 'and I got another little plot of land and I've been work-
ing that for a year or more and then came the Germans and I had
to clear out again and here I am.9
He looked, with his one eye, over my shoulder, through the
branches of the leafless trees to the hill beyond, a mile away, that
the Germans had occupied one night, while he lay there, trying to
keep warm in the summer-house.
'Have you anyone at all to interest himself in your case?'
I asked.
'Me?'he said. 'No one. That's the joke of it. I left the Party in
1924, fourteen years ago. If I had stayed in it I should be on the
books now, I should be able to apply for help, possibly to get my
name on to some emigration list. Now I belong nowhere, to no
country, to no nation, to no organization. What I'm afraid of is
that they will make me shift from this shanty. I can keep warm
here, but if they put me in another schoolroom, on the bare
boards, in the icy cold, me with my one kidney, I'm finished.'
As I left him, this humble working man, this member of the
ever-growing Legion of the Lost, I felt a rage and misery in me
greater than ever before and that is saying very much.
A few days before I had read in my English newspaper of a
London magistrate who said to the two contestants in a case that

